Seventh Sunday After The Epiphany
February 23rGI 2025 9:30am

Share Read Talk Pray Bless

Preparation For Worship: The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; He is their
stronghold in the time of trouble. The Lord helps them and delivers them; He delivers them
from the wicked and saves them, because they take refuge in Him. Psalm 37:39-40

Opening Song Great | Am

| wanna be close close to Your side

So Heaven is real and death is a lie

| wanna hear voices of angels above
Singing as one

Hallelujah holy holy
God Almighty great | Am
Who is worthy none beside Thee
God Almighty great | Am

| wanna be near near to Your heart
Loving the world hating the dark
| wanna see dry bones living again
Singing as one

Hallelujah holy holy
God Almighty great | Am
Who is worthy none beside Thee
God Almighty great | Am

The mountains shake before You
The demons run and flee
At the mention of Your name King of majesty
There is no pow'r in hell or any who can stand
Before the power and the Presence of the great | Am

The great | Am - The great | Am - The great | Am
The great | Am - The great | Am

Hallelujah holy holy
God Almighty great | Am
Who is worthy none beside Thee
God Almighty great | Am

Hallelujah holy holy
God Almighty great | Am
Who is worthy none beside Thee
God Almighty great | Am



Ministry Spotlight Share

Invocation

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

We gather today in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

God the Father loved us so much that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever would believe in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

The promised Messiah came! We celebrate the Epiphany of His coming.
Emmanuel is God with us, and Christ will come again! He is the Prince of
Peace, and Lord of all! God is good!

All the time!
All the time!

God is good!
Let us come to Him then with an honest heart to worship Him in spirit and
truth.

Confession and Absolution

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

We confess our need of forgiveness, and that God’s forgiveness is the gift that
leads to newness of life. Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us, born in a manger,
died on a cross, and risen from the grave: All to redeem us from sin, death, the
devil, and our sinful self. As Paul wrote in Romans 3 “This was to show God's
righteousness, because in God'’s divine forbearance God had passed over
former sins; it was to prove at the present time that God is righteous and that
God justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.” Acknowledging the promise and
call of God to confess, repent and receive forgiveness, we join in the Apostle
John'’s words:
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned we
make God a liar, and His Word is not in us.

Lord, have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Forgive me of my sins, | pray. (Reflection for confession)

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us, and has given His
only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. As a called
servant of Jesus our Christ, and by His authority, | announce God’s grace to
you, and the forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. To all who believe on His name He gave power to
become the children of God, and gave His Holy Spirit. Those who believe and
are baptized shall be saved. Grant this O Lord, unto us all.

Amen.



Prayer of the Day
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor: Daily Text
Then | will encamp at my house as a guard. Zechariah 9:8
Jesus got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided,

and all was calm. “Where is your faith?” he asked his disciples. Luke 8:24-25
Let us pray:

People: Thank You, Lord, that You camp with me. Forgive me when | limit Your
presence. Help me see You in the boat, especially when storm winds
prevail. Help me adjust my sail and turn to You. Instead of getting stuck in
all the stormy fuss, may | see You dwelling with me. Be my ever-watchful
lifeguard. Amen.

Scripture Lessons  Read

First Lesson Genesis 45:3-11,15
3 And Joseph said to his brothers, “l am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers
could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. * So Joseph said to his
brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your brother,
Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. > And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves
because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. ® For the famine
has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be
neither plowing nor harvest. ” And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant
on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here,
but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all
the land of Egypt. ® Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son
Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. '° You shall
dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your
children's children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. " There | will provide
for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that you and your household, and
all that you have, do not come to poverty.” > And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon
them. After that his brothers talked with him.

The Psalm Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
! Fret not yourself because of evildoers; be not envious of wrongdoers! 2 For they will soon
fade like the grass and wither like the green herb. * Trust in the Lord, and do good; dwell in
the land and befriend faithfulness. # Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the
desires of your heart. * Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act. ¢ He will
bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your justice as the noonday. ” Be still before
the Lord and wait patiently for him; fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way,
over the man who carries out evil devices! & Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath! Fret not
yourself; it tends only to evil. ° For the evildoers shall be cut off, but those who wait for the
Lord shall inherit the land. '°In just a little while, the wicked will be no more; though you
look carefully at his place, he will not be there. " But the meek shall inherit the land and



delight themselves in abundant peace. *° The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; he
is their stronghold in the time of trouble. ° The Lord helps them and delivers them; he
delivers them from the wicked and saves them, because they take refuge in him.

Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?”
3% You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. *” And what you
sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other
grain. *® But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.
42 So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is
imperishable. * It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is
raised in power. # It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural
body, there is also a spiritual body. 4° Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a
living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first
but the natural, and then the spiritual. 4’ The first man was from the earth, a man of dust;
the second man is from heaven. 8 As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of
the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. #° Just as we
have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of
heaven. *° | tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor
does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

Reader.  Please rise for the reading of the Gospel. God has given us Good News.
People: Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. You have the
words of eternal life. Psalm 119:105, John 6:68

Gospel Lesson Luke 6:27-38
27 “But | say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 2° To one who strikes you on the
cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your
tunic either. 3° Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your
goods do not demand them back. 3' And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to
them. 32 “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them. * And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is
that to you? For even sinners do the same. ** And if you lend to those from whom you
expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the
same amount. 3° But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in
return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to
the ungrateful and the evil. ¢ Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 3" “Judge not,
and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you
will be forgiven; 3 give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be
measured back to you.”

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise be to You, O Christ.



Nicene Creed

People:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through Him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit, He became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon Song Living Hope

How great the chasm that lay between us
How high the mountain | could not climb
In desperation | turned to heaven
And spoke Your name into the night
Then through the darkness Your loving-kindness
Tore through the shadows of my soul
The work is finished the end is written
Jesus Christ my living hope

Who could imagine so great a mercy
What heart could fathom such boundless grace
The God of ages stepped down from glory
To wear my sin and bear my shame
The cross has spoken | am forgiven
The King of kings calls me His own
Beautiful Savior I'm Yours forever
Jesus Christ my living hope

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free
Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain
There’s salvation in Your name - Jesus Christ my living hope
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Hallelujah praise the One who set me free
Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain - there’s salvation in Your name
Jesus Christ my living hope

Then came the morning that sealed the promise
Your buried body began to breathe
Out of the silence the Roaring Lion
Declared the grave has no claim on me

Then came the morning that sealed the promise
Your buried body began to breathe
Out of the silence the Roaring Lion
Declared the grave has no claim on me
Jesus Yours is the victory

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free
Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain - there’s salvation in Your name
Jesus Christ my living hope

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free
Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain - there’s salvation in Your name
Jesus Christ my living hope - Jesus Christ my living hope
Oh God You are my living hope

Sermon/Watchword Talk --- New, Knew, Next Pr Knoll
Be Merciful, Just As Your Father Is Merciful

Offering Song In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found,

He is my light, my strength, my song;
This cornerstone, this solid ground,
Firm thru the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when striving cease.
My comforter, my all in all,

Here in the love of Christ | stand.

In Christ alone, who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save.
Till on that cross, as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied;
For every sin on Him was laid.
Here in the death of Christ | live.

continued on next page



No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the pow’r of Christ in me;
From life’s first cry to final breath,

Jesus commands my destiny.

No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man,

Can ever pluck me from His hand;
Till He returns or calls me home,
Here in the pow’r of Christ | stand.

Prayers of the Church Pray

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

The congregation is invited to join in prayers that include whole Church,

the nation, those in need, the parish, additional petitions and special concerns.

Let's join together to pray with Jesus for all that He loves right here, and to the
ends of the earth. Father, our Father in heaven, You are the present active,
Creator, and Redeemer of our heart, soul, mind and body.

Thank You Lord, that in You we are made a part of Your great salvation of
all that You have created. You have made us Your redeemed children. We
join today with all those throughout the world who follow You, and pray
that Your kingdom would come, and Your will would be done among us as
it is in heaven.

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude with these words...
You are our God, and we are Your people... Thank You that You hear our
prayers, and work in all things for the good of those who love You. To You be all
glory, honor, and praise.
Amen.

Preface, Proper Preface and Sanctus

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

The Lord be with You.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to You, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our
Lord. Sharing our life, He lived among us to reveal Your glory and love, that
our darkness should give way to His own brilliant light. And so, with the
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise Your name and join
their unending hymn:



PeopleisungHoly, holy, holy Lord; God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosannain the highest. Hosannain the highest.

Words Of Institution

Pastor:

In the night in which He was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take and eat, this is My
body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” Again after supper, He
took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: “This cup is the
new covenant in My blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this in remembrance of Me.”

The Lord’s Prayer

Pastor:
People:

Lord, remembering Your love and Your life we pray as You taught us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Distribution Of Holy Communion
All who sincerely believe in the real presence of Christ in the Holy Communion — that the cup of blessing is the Communion of the
blood of Christ and the bread is the Communion of the body of Christ, and sincerely believing that in receiving Him we have the

forgiveness of our sins, salvation, and strength for the Christian life, come — partake of the Lord’s Supper.

Communion Song Ancient Of Days

Though the nations rage
Kingdoms rise and fall
There is still one King
Reigning over all
So | will not fear
For this truth remains
That my God is the Ancient of Days

None above Him — none before Him
All of time in His hands
For His throne it shall remain and ever stand
All the power all the glory
| will trust in His name
For my God is the Ancient of Days

Though the dread of night
Overwhelms my soul
He is here with me
| am not alone
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O His love is sure
And He knows my name
For my God is the Ancient of Days

None above Him — none before Him
All of time in His hands
For His throne it shall remain and ever stand
All the power all the glory
| will trust in His name
For my God is the Ancient of Days

Though | may not see
What the future brings
| will watch and wait
For the Savior king
Then my joy complete
Standing face to face
In the presence of the Ancient of Days

None above Him — none before Him
All of time in His hands
For His throne it shall remain and ever stand
All the power all the glory
| will trust in His name
For my God is the Ancient of Days
For my God is the Ancient of Days

Nunc Dimittis

Pastor: Now Lord, let your servants depart in peace, according to your Word. For our
eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared before the face of all
people, a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. Glory
be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the
beginning is now, and will be, world without end. Amen.

Benediction Bless
Pastor: Now, may the Lord bless you and keep you.
May He make His face shine on you, and be gracious unto you.
May the Lord look upon you with favor, and give you His peace.
People: Amen.

Blessing: Child of God, be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

Pastor: Our worship continues,
People: our service begins!



Closing Song Battle Belongs

When all | see is the battle
You see my victory
When all | see is a mountain
You see a mountain moved
And as | walk through the shadow
Your love surrounds me
There's nothing to fear now
For | am safe with You

So when I fight I'll fight on my knees
With my hands lifted high
O God the battle belongs to You
And every fear | lay at Your feet
I'll sing through the night
O God the battle belongs to You

And if You are for me who can be against me

For Jesus there's nothing
Impossible for You
When all | see are the ashes
You see the beauty
When all | see is a cross
God You see the empty tomb

So when | fight I'll fight on my knees
With my hands lifted high
O God the battle belongs to You
And every fear | lay at Your feet
I'll sing through the night
O God the battle belongs to You

An Almighty Fortress You go before us
Nothing can stand against
The power of our God
You shine in the shadows
You win every battle
Nothing can stand against
The power of our God

An Almighty Fortress You go before us
Nothing can stand against
The power of our God
You shine in the shadows
You win every battle
Nothing can stand against
The power of our God
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An Almighty Fortress You go before us
Nothing can stand against
The power of our God
You shine in the shadows
You win every battle
Nothing can stand against
The power of our God

So when | fight I'll fight on my knees
With my hands lifted high
O God the battle belongs to You
And every fear | lay at Your feet
I'll sing through the night
O God the battle belongs to You
O God the battle belongs to You

SHARING OF PEACE AS WE GO IN GOD’S

PEACE






