
Third Sunday In Advent 
December 15th   2024     9:30am   

 

                                   Share        Read       Talk          Pray         Bless            
Preparation For Worship: The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands 
be glad! Psalm 97:1 

 

Opening Song       It Came Upon The Midnight Clear 
 

It came upon the midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth, 
To touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, good will to men, 
From heaven’s all-gracious King.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay, 

To hear the angels sing. 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come 
With peaceful wings unfurled, 

And still their heavenly music floats 
O’er all the weary world; 

Above its sad and lowly plains, 
They bend on hovering wing, 

And ever o’er its Babel sounds 
The blessed angels sing. 

 

And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, 
Whose forms are bending low, 

Who toil along the climbing way 
With painful steps and slow, 

Look now!  For glad and golden hours 
Come swiftly on the wing. 

O rest beside the weary road, 
And hear the angels sing. 

 

For, lo, the days are hast’ning on, 
By prophet bards foretold, 

When with the ever circling years 
Comes round the age of gold; 

When peace shall over all the earth 
Its ancient splendors fling, 

And the whole world give back the song 
Which now the angels sing. 

 

Ministry Spotlight        Share 



 
Invocation             
Pastor: We gather today in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

Pastor: God the Father loved us so much that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever would believe in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

People: The promised Messiah came! We celebrate the Advent of His coming.  
Emmanuel is God with us, and Christ will come again! He is the Prince of 
Peace, and Lord of all! 

  God is good! 
 

Pastor: All the time! 
People: All the time! 
 

Pastor: God is good! 
People: Let us come to Him then with an honest heart to worship Him in spirit and 

truth. 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
Pastor:  We confess our need of forgiveness, and that God’s forgiveness is the gift that 

leads to newness of life. Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us, born in a manger, 
died on a cross, and risen from the grave:  All to redeem us from sin, death, the 
devil, and our sinful self. As Paul wrote in Romans 3 “This was to show God's 
righteousness, because in God’s divine forbearance God had passed over 
former sins; it was to prove at the present time that God is righteous and that 
God justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.” Acknowledging the promise and 
call of God to confess, repent and receive forgiveness, we join in the Apostle 
John’s words:  

People:   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.   
  If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and  
  to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  If we say we have not sinned we  
  make God a liar, and His Word is not in us.   
   Lord, have mercy.  Christ have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.   

Forgive me of my sins, I pray.  (Reflection for confession) 
 

Pastor:  Jesus laid down His life for our sins to be forgiven.  He cleanses us, and calls us 
clean as we believe and receive His reconciliation.  As you have confessed and 
believed, as a called servant of Jesus our Christ, and according to His Word, I 
declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.    
People: And also with you.  
 



 
 
Pastor: Daily Text 

Do not trust in these deceptive words: “This is the temple of the Lord, the temple  
of the Lord, the temple of the Lord.” Amend your ways and your doings.

                   Jeremiah 7:4-5 

  Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because He has come to His people  
and redeemed them; to enable us to serve Him without fear in holiness  
and righteousness before Him all our days.         Luke 1:68, 74-75 

Let us pray: 
People: Praise to You, my Redeemer Lord. I worship You for forgiving my sins and  

clothing me with Your righteousness. I am sorry for times of saying the  
right things without genuine willingness to amend my ways. Open my  
heart and mind to Your presence with me. Enable me to serve You joyfully  
without fear or restraint. Amen. 

 
 

Scripture Lessons Read 
The First Lesson                               Zephaniah 3:14-20 

14 Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O 
daughter of Jerusalem! 15 The Lord has taken away the judgments against you; he has 
cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall never 
again fear evil. 16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not your 
hands grow weak. 17 The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will 
rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud 
singing. 18 I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer 
suffer reproach.  19 Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors. And I will save 
the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all 
the earth. 20 At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you together; for I will 
make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your 
fortunes before your eyes,” says the Lord. 
 
 
 

The Second Lesson              Isaiah 12:2-6 
2 “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the Lord God is my 
strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.” 3 With joy you will draw water 
from the wells of salvation. 4 And you will say in that day: 

“Give thanks to the Lord, 
    call upon his name, 
make known his deeds among the peoples, 
    proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5 “Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; 
    let this be made known in all the earth. 
6 Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, 
    for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 

 
 
 
 



The Third Lesson                               Philippians 4:4-7 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And 
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

Reader: Please rise for the reading of the Gospel. God has given us Good News. 
People:     Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. You have the  
          words of eternal life.             Psalm 119:105,   John 6:68 
 
 

The Gospel Lesson                       Luke 3:7-18 
7 He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. 
And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God 
is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 9 Even now the axe is laid to the 
root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire.” 10 And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11 And he answered 
them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is 
to do likewise.” 12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what 
shall we do?” 13 And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” 
14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort 
money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.” 
15 As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Christ, 16 John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with 
water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy 
to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 18 So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the 
people.  
 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.        
People: Praise be to You, O Christ. 
 
 

Apostles’ Creed             
People:    I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
   

  I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the  
  power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin, Mary. He suffered  
  under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended  
  into hell. On the third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven, and  
  is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge  
  the living and the dead.  
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 



Sermon Song                           Noel 
 

Love incarnate love divine 
Star and angels gave the sign 
Bow to babe on bended knee 

The Savior of humanity 
Unto us a Child is born 

He shall reign forevermore 
 

Noel Noel - Come and see what God has done 
Noel Noel - The story of amazing love 

The light of the world given for us 
Noel 

 

Son of God and Son of man 
There before the world began 

Born to suffer born to save 
Born to raise us from the grave 

Christ the everlasting Lord 
He shall reign forevermore 

 

Noel Noel - Come and see what God has done 
Noel Noel - The story of amazing love 

The light of the world given for us 
Noel 

 

Instrumental 
 

Noel Noel - Come and see what God has done 
Noel Noel - The story of amazing love 

The light of the world given for us 
Noel 

 
 

Sermon/Watchword       Talk --- New, Knew, Next                                         Pr Knoll 
Bear Fruits Worthy Of Repentance 

 
 

Offering Song                 Infant Holy Infant Lowly 
 

Infant holy, infant lowly, for His bed a cattle stall; 
Oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging angels singing, noels ringing, tidings bringing: 
Christ the babe is Lord of all. 

 

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new 
Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. 

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the babe was born for you. 

 
 
 



 

Prayers of the Church         Pray             
The congregation is invited to join in prayers that include whole Church,  

the nation, those in need, the parish, additional petitions and special concerns. 

Pastor: Let's join together to pray with Jesus for all that He loves right here, and to the  
 ends of the earth.  Father, our Father in heaven, You are the present active,  
 Creator, and Redeemer of our heart, soul, mind and body. 
People: Thank You Lord, that in You we are made a part of Your great salvation of  
 all that You have created. You have made us Your redeemed children. We  
 join today with all those throughout the world who follow You, and pray  
 that Your kingdom would come, and Your will would be done among us as  
 it is in heaven. 
 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude with these words… 

Pastor: You are our God, and we are Your people... Thank You that You hear our  
 prayers, and work in all things for the good of those who love You. To You be all  
 glory, honor, and praise. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor: Lord, remembering Your love and Your life we pray as You taught us to pray: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily  
 bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 
 

Benediction Bless 
Pastor: Now, may the Lord bless you and keep you.  
  May He make His face shine on you, and be gracious unto you.  
  May the Lord look upon you with favor, and give you His peace.  
People:(Sung)Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 

Blessing:   Child of God, in Jesus we are able to bear fruit worthy of repentance. 
 

Pastor: Our worship continues,     
People: our service begins! 
 
 

Closing Song         Angels from the Realms of Glory/Emmanuel 
 

Angels, from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

Come and worship, come and worship; 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   continued on next page 



 
 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 
Watching o’er your flocks by night; 

God with man is now residing, 
Yonder shines the infant Light: 

Come and worship, come and worship; 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

Emmanuel  Emanuel 
You are the God Who saves us 

Worthy of all our praises 
Emmanuel  Emanuel 

Come have Your way among us 
We welcome You here Lord Jesus 

 

Come have Your way among us 
We welcome You here Lord Jesus 

 

Come have Your way among us 
We welcome You here Lord Jesus 

God is with us even now – His love is here 
 

Come have Your way among us 
We welcome You here Lord Jesus 

God is with us even now – His love is here 
 

His love is here 
 

Emmanuel  Emanuel 
You are the God Who saves us 

Worthy of all our praises 
Emmanuel  Emanuel 

Come have Your way among us 
We welcome You here Lord Jesus 

 

Come have Your way among us 
We welcome You here Lord Jesus 

 

Emmanuel  Emanuel 
Emmanuel  Emanuel 

 
 
 

SHARING    OF    PEACE    AS    WE    GO    IN    GOD’S    PEACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
Welcome To Worship  At  Zion. We are pleased to have you join us.  If you are a visitor 
please check the shelf outside the office for our newsletter and brochure.   
 
 
Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God in memory of Shelby Derr from Les and Sue 
Derr.  
 
 
The December Newsletter is available on the tables across from the Chapel and Lounge, 
on the shelf outside the church office and also on the desk in the library. Please remember: 
We no longer have a way to find out if you have moved. Call the church office with new 
addresses and/or phone numbers. 
 
 
The Mission of the Month for December is blankets for Church World Services. See the 
article in the December newsletter. Use the Mission of the Month envelopes to support this 
mission. 
 
 

Poinsettias are again available to decorate the church for the Christmas season. The cost 
is $22. Please use the Mission Envelope to place your order and indicate who the plant is in 
honor/memory of. 
 
 
Bible Studies/Small Groups 
    Monday              1:00pm   Bible Study 
    Wednesday        6:00pm   G.I.F.T. 
Worship at Zion 
   Wednesday         7:00pm   Worship 
   Saturday              5:00pm   Chapel Service 
   Sunday              8:00am   Worship 
       9:30am   G.I.F.T. Worship 
                      11:30am   Swahili-English Worship      
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